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Senate Bill No. 490

CHAPTER 372

An act to amend Section 3011 of the Elections Code, relating to
elections.

[Approved by Governor August 24, 1998. Filed with
Secretary of State August 24, 1998.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 490, Lewis. Absentee ballots: counting.
Existing law requires that an absent voter identification envelope

contain specified information. Existing law also requires elections
officials to compare the signature on the identification envelope with
the signature on the affidavit of registration, and to reject the ballot
if the signatures do not compare.

This bill would require that a warning be printed on the absent
voter identification envelope informing the voter that the ballot will
not be counted if the voter does not sign the envelope in his or her
own handwriting.

By imposing additional duties regarding absentee ballots upon
local elections officials, this bill would impose a state-mandated local
program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement, including the creation of a State Mandates Claims
Fund to pay the costs of mandates that do not exceed $1,000,000
statewide and other procedures for claims whose statewide costs
exceed $1,000,000.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these
statutory provisions.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 3011 of the Elections Code is amended to
read:

3011. The identification envelope shall contain the following:
(a) A declaration, under penalty of perjury, stating that the voter

resides within the precinct in which he or she is voting and is the
person whose name appears on the envelope.

(b) The signature of the voter.



Ch. 372 — 2 —

95

(c) The residence address of the voter as shown on the affidavit
of registration.

(d) The date of signing.
(e) A notice that the envelope contains an official ballot and is to

be opened only by the canvassing board.
(f) A warning plainly stamped or printed on it that voting twice

constitutes a crime.
(g) A warning plainly stamped or printed on it that the voter must

sign the envelope in his or her own handwriting in order for the ballot
to be counted.

(h) A statement that the voter has neither applied, nor intends to
apply, for an absent voter’s ballot from any other jurisdiction for the
same election.

SEC. 2. Notwithstanding Section 17610 of the Government Code,
if the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act
contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to local
agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made pursuant
to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of
the Government Code. If the statewide cost of the claim for
reimbursement does not exceed one million dollars ($1,000,000),
reimbursement shall be made from the State Mandates Claims Fund.

Notwithstanding Section 17580 of the Government Code, unless
otherwise specified, the provisions of this act shall become operative
on the same date that the act takes effect pursuant to the California
Constitution.
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